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SENSITIVE EXCLUSIVELY EYES ONLY BUNKER CHANNaS 

CITE: WHS3004 

TO: AMBASSADOR BUNKER, SAIGON 

FROM: HENRY A. KISSINGER 

IMMEDIATE -.DELIVER OPENING OF BUSINESS 

1. WE HELD A FOUR-AND-A-HALF HOUR SE SSIOJUWXJLT HE 
NORTH VIETNAMESE TODAY WHICH WAS TOTALLY INCONCLUSIVE. THE 
ATMOSPHERE WAS FROSTY AT THE OUTSET BUT THAWED~DURING THE COURSE 
OF THE MEETING. THO OPENED WITH A BRIEF AND RELATIVELY MILD 
CONDEMNATION OF OUR BOMBING AND A SUMMARY OF THE NEGOTITATIONS 
WHIC H HE IMPLIED __XHAX— WE WERE V E RY NEAR -AGREEMENT IN nFfiirMRtrq 
I REBUTTED BRIEFLY. AND WE THEN HAD A LENGTHY PROCEDURAL WRANGLE 
CONCERNING WHAT ISSUES REMAljM^BE SETTLED. WE THEN DISCUSSED 
THEj^MZ^ND THE METHOD OF ^IGN IN Gy DURING WHICH BOTH SIDEB RESTATED 
THEIR POSITIONS. THO THEN A§KED FOR AN ADJOURNMENT SO THAT BOTH l 
SIDES COULD STUDY EACH OTHER'S VIEWS, AND HE SAID THAT HE WOULD | 

take into account our requirements. 


WE CANNOT DRAW ANY MEANINGFUL CONCLUSION FROM THIS 
INITIAL) MEETING. ON THE ONE HAND IT IS DIFFICULT FOR THEM TO 
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HAVE ANY MESSAGES OR JUDGEMENTS FOR US, INCLUDING ON THE QUESTION 
OF THE METHODS FOR SIGNING THE AGREEMENT ON WHICH WE INVITED 
THEIR VIEWS* 

5. I SAW BUI DIEM AND TRAN VAN DO IN WASHINGTON AND 
REPEATED ALL THE FAMILIAR ARGUMENTS CONCERNING THE NEED FOR 
UNITY AND U.S. SUPPORT* THEY SEEMED GENERALLY SYMPATHETIC AND 


SAID THEIR MISSION WAS MEANT TO BE CONSTRUCTIVE* THEY CONTINUED p 
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TO PRESS THE ISSUE OF NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS, BUT AT THE SAME TIfS 


RECOGNIZED THAT U.S* SUPPORT IS CRUCIAL. 




6. THERE ARE THREE VERY DAMAGING PRESS STORIES OUT OF 
SAIGON IN RECENT DAYS. AN AP STORY REVEALS THAT THE NORTH 
VIETNAMESE AGREED TO THE DELETION OF THE PHRASE "ADMINISTRATIVE 


SOURCE, SUGGESTING 



r — 


FINE HAND_jDF-Mfir~N 



0 A PALACE 


s’g 

B 

8 O 

Q g 
o 


>> 

Cu 

o 

o 

o 


o 

X5 

O. 



CALLED AMBASSADOR PHUONG IN WASHINGTON AND READ THE^MjDT ACT 


THE 



MUST UNDERSTAND THAT IF THERE ARE ANY MORE 



WILL STOP BRIEFING THEM COMPLETELY. SECONDLY, THERE WAS 
ANOTHER DETAILED SIORY ON U.S. CIVILIANS IN SOUTH VIETNAM IN 
TODAY'S WASHINGTON POST. AS YOU KNOW THIS IS ONE OF THE 
ISSUES BEING DISCUSSED THIS WEEK AND AGAIN MAKES OUR TASK THAT 
MUCH HARDER. THIRDLY, I NOTICED DETAILED REPORTS ON B-52 RAIDS 
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WHICH CAN ONLY DO US HARM. ALL OF THESE STORIES EMANATED FROM 
SAIGON AND SERIOUSLY COMPLICATE OUR EFFORTS HERE. AS THEY HAVE 
IN THE PAST. I RECOGNIZE YOUR CEASaESS EFFORTS ON THIS 
PROBLEM, BUT I EMPHASIZE ONCE AGAIN THE IMPORTANCE OF MAIN- 
TAINING DISCIPLINE. PLEASE DO YOUR UTMOST. 


WARM REGARDS 



